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Rector’s report to APCM for the year ending 2020.

I love being your Rector and consider it a privilege and a joy. This report covers the second full 12 months of my ministry here with you.

I want to thank you for being here.  This is an important time together.  APCM’s are the opportunity to take the temperature of our parish, review our life together, and to see where God is at work and connect to it for the coming year.

What a year 2020 has been, none of us would have had any clues as to what lay ahead of us.

We started in January with all the excitement of having Bishop Donald visit our benefice on January 12th, when 12 members of our churches were confirmed. It was a privilege to journey with them in preparation for their confirmation and a wonderful day of celebration.

Plans were underway for the coming year, summer fetes, quiz nights and other social gatherings, money raising ideas and outreach opportunities.

Personally, I was meeting with 12 couples who were planning their weddings, chatting with various members of our ministry team to review things like Messy Church, Who Let the Dads out, All Age services, preschool groups, and engagement with schools.
Then I heard on the news that a virus called Covid-19 that had first been detected in China, had been found in the UK, but only 2 cases so surely, we would be ok, how wrong could we be.

On that Monday evening in March, I like many of you sat in front of my TV watching Prime Minister Boris Johnson inform us that our country was going into lockdown.

Our Mothering Sunday services and events had to be cancelled.

I had a wedding the week before the lockdown, the government had already restricted the attendance to myself the couple and 2 witnesses. I had a conversation with the couple and informed them that we could postpone it, unfortunately the hotel where their reception was to be held told them that if they cancelled, they would lose their money (the government hadn’t closed hotels at that point). So, they decided to go ahead, the rehearsal was upsetting the bride understandably was in tears throughout, her big day something they had been planning for restricted to 5 of us. Then when we thought it couldn’t get any worse the government closed hotels the day before the wedding, the wedding went ahead and although small was a lovely day.
All our plans were put on hold, surely by the summer we would be back to normal!

We had seen what was coming and just before the lockdown was announced we were able to print 2500 cards, on one side was a prayer and on the other was practical help ideas could we shop, pick up medications, or just chat with you, my mobile number and email address were added, I asked for volunteers to come and help deliver and  I wasn’t disappointed many of you came to the vicarage on Saturday and we managed to get those leaflets through peoples doors.

My study became a planning operations room, I had flipchart paper on all the walls and between a few of us thought about the people in our congregations who would be most vulnerable, we put them in groups and asked someone who we thought they would know if they would contact them on a regular basis, again I wasn’t disappointed, many of you have helped and called people on a regular basis, you have also contacted me if you thought they needed me to contact them,

I know there will be people we have missed, and I apologise for this, I’m sure you can appreciate what a task it has been. 

The Raunds area volunteers which was set up also to help people in need also added my phone number to their posters. Then to my amazement the phone calls started to come in, for shopping, picking up medications or just wanting to chat because they felt alone and frightened. 
We started last March and as I write this in April 2021, we are still helping many of those people, people we have got to know intimately, people whose mental help groups had to shut the most vulnerable in our society. To date we have made over 3000 trips to the shops, pharmacies, vets, and doctors, the 2 chemists in Raunds are still giving out our contact details.
Someone said to me the other day that our churches have been closed for a fair amount of the last year, to which I inform them that our buildings have been closed but our churches have been very much open and working in our communities like never before.

There are so many of you to thank, you know who you are, thank you from the bottom of my heart for all you have done and are continuing to do, to help practicably, to have a chat and a coffee with, those of you who have put yourself at risk to go into supermarkets, que up at pharmacies etc. 

2020 has certainly been a learning curve for me, I hadn’t heard of Zoom, Microsoft teams or go to a meeting and definitely didn’t know how to set up a YouTube channel for our services and meetings, again I know that there are people who have not been able to connect with these and I apologise. I would like to thank those of you like me, that have grappled with new technology and managed to keep All Age services going online, Sunday schools connected through emails and preschool and youth groups connected through texting, it has been a great achievement. So, thank you Nicki, Tanya, Simon, Esther and Ginny.

Ginny and myself have been recording fortnightly assemblies for our 5 schools and have introduced 2 new members of our congregation to the school children, Billy and Lilly 2 puppets which we use, I understand the children call them Bill and Lill.

One of the saddest things for me has been the taking of funerals, in 2020 I had triple the number many of them Covid-19 cases sometimes 3 in a week. The sorrow I have witnessed in that people haven’t been able to grieve properly, limited numbers at funerals, families having to decide who can and who cannot attend. I have had to organise the funerals over the telephone, on many occasions not knowing the people when I arrive at the church, crematorium, or the graveside.
As the year has progressed, I have tried to enhance what has been on offer with regarding services, the introduction of singing hymns and being able to include people in the services again a great thank you to those who have learnt how to record themselves, and then the most difficult thing work out how to send it to me via drop box, Microsoft drive and other ways, it was wonderful to be able to put together an advent calendar online going through the 24 chapters of Luke with an average of 40 views a day.
You will be glad to hear that Ginny and Wendy have been able to continue with their lay minister training albeit online and both are on course to be licenced and admitted in 2021.

I would like also to thank the church wardens, cleaners, organist, and all those of you who despite our buildings being closed for a lot of the time have maintained them and kept them ready to go. 

During 2020 I have had time to reflect on my time with you, reflect on what has worked and what hasn’t and more importantly where God is in all we do, and it’s in doing this and in consultation with the church wardens and PCC’s that has we move out of lockdown things will be different. I am here to tell you that those of you who want to change everything will be disappointed and those of you who want everything to stay exactly the same will also be disappointed, we are going to make some well-balanced changes that I think will help spread the good news of the gospel, to expand God’s kingdom in the benefice and help us all to move closer in a relationship with God.
As I reflect back on 2020, I look to where God has been in a year so different, he’s been in those tears of the bride that ran down her face, he’s been in the sorrow of those families who have lost a loved one and who haven’t been able to say there farewells as they would have wished, he’s been queuing at the pharmacy when you have been collecting someone’s medication, he’s been sanitising your hands and your trolley handles when shopping for someone, he’s been in your conversations either on the telephones, or over a coffee, he’s been with you as you clean a church, or organise maintenance on a building that may not be open for 3 months, he’s been with you in the joy of worshipping together online, when you see those young faces you haven’t seen in person for such a while, he’s been in those emails returned from the children in the Sunday School, he’s’ been in the joy you have felt when you realise that you can send a video to the rector, he’s been in those wonderful tunes played on the organ when only you and he can hear them. The buildings have been closed but our God has been truly alive working in and through you in ways which we never thought possible.
How can I be sure of this, because we have a God who witnesses through his only Son Jesus walking this earth as one of us all the joys and sorrows that we face, through watching is son grow up to an earthly family with all the joys that entails, to watching his only Son persecuted, spat upon, and nailed to a cross and the agony and pain that would bring to a loving Father. Then to the joy on those women’s and disciples faces when they saw our glorious risen Lord. We have a God who knows us and our needs and who uses us to show and share his love and compassion with those we meet.
I want to end where I began, with thanks. Thank you to those of you who have regularly phoned me to see how Wendy and myself are. Thank you to Ginny for having my mobile phone on various occasions to allow me and Wendy some time off. Thank you to Wendy for her support and encouragement throughout. Finally thank you for coming here, for committing to journey together, for your investment and prayers for the work of the Gospel.  I look forward to seeing where God is going to lead us in the coming year. 
Yours in Christ.

Rev Jon - Rector of Hargrave, Raunds, Ringstead and Stanwick 
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